
 
 
Department: Science  
 
 
 
Name of Course: Narragansett Bay Studies  

   
 
“Title” of Anchor Assignment: Field Study Project  
 
 
 
What are students asked to do/create/write/present to complete this assignment? 
 

NBS Quarter Project: Field Study 
 

For this project you will be going out to a coastal location and making objective observations of the 
surroundings. You will be sharing your findings in a report and in a presentation to the class. You may pick 
a place that you already know of and are familiar with or you may ask me for a suggestion. You can work 

individually or with a partner. (If you work with a partner you will share the grade, so choose wisely.) 
 

Step 1: Choose a location. Pick a location on the Bay or the Rhode Island shore line. Be sure to pick 
somewhere accessible so you can make your observations. Mark the location on the Rhode Island map. 
Only one person or group may sign up for a particular location. 
 
Step 2: Observe. Make observations of your site that include: 

a. Weather conditions during visit- complete description 
b. Type of coastline present. (rocky shore, sandy beach, gravely beach, mudflat, salt 

marsh, etc.) Be sure to mention if there is more than one type visible. 
c. 5 examples of flora (plants) and 5 examples of fauna (animals) present at your site. 

Look them up and identify them w/ common and scientific names. 
d. Man’s impact on the site. How has man modified this area from its natural state? 
e. Uses of the site, both past and present. This will require some research. 

 
Step 3: Report. Summarize the information mentioned above into a written report. The report should be two 
pages, typed, 12 point font, double spaced. (Slightly more is ok, but don’t write me a book.) 
 
Step 4: Map. Make a detailed, hand made map of the site. Include landmarks, vegetation, general water 
depth, and any other distinguishing features of the area. Your map should have a key to help interpret it. 
 
Step 5: Presentation. Tell the class about your visit and your observations in a 5 to 10 minute presentation. 
You must have at least one prop related to your site that you use in your presentation. Pictures, artifacts, or 
other props that are above and beyond can earn you bonus points. Do not simply read your report to the 
class!!! 
 
DUE:   Worth: 2 test grades 

 
 
GSE(s) Covered by this Assignment: 
 
___Science GSE’s   LS4, LS5, LS6, LS7, LS8, LS9 
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NKHS Expectation(s) for Student Learning Covered by this Assignment: 
#4 Written Communication 

Depth of Knowledge (Check one) 
 
______Level 1- Recall of Information - requires the student to write or recite simple facts.  Does not include 
complex synthesis or analysis, but basic ideas.  Level 1 requires students to demonstrate a rote response, 
perform a well-known algorithm, follow a set procedure (like a recipe), or perform a clearly defined series of 
steps. 
      
______Level 2- Basic Reasoning- requires some mental processing, connecting ideas using a simple 
organizational structure. At this level, students are engaged in first draft writing for a limited number of 
purposes and audiences; Keywords that generally distinguish a Level 2 item include “classify,” “organize,” 
”estimate,” “make observations,” “collect and display data,” and “compare data.” These actions imply more than 
one step. 
      
___X___Level 3- Complex Reasoning- requires some higher level mental processing. Students are 
developing multi-paragraph compositions that may include complex sentence structures or demonstrate some 
synthesis and analysis.  The cognitive demands at Level 3 are complex and abstract. The complexity does not 
result from the fact that there are multiple answers, a possibility for both Levels 1 and 2, but because the task 
requires more demanding reasoning. 
 
______Level 4- Extended Reasoning- Higher-level thinking is central to this level. Multi-paragraph 
compositions demonstrate synthesis and analysis of complex idea or themes and evidence of a deep awareness 
of purpose and audience.  Level 4 activities include designing and conducting experiments; making connections 
between a finding and related concepts and phenomena; combining and synthesizing ideas into new concepts; 
and critiquing experimental designs. 
 
 
Is proficient completion of this assignment required for the e-Portfolio?   Yes ____   No __X__ 
 
How will this anchor assignment be graded and weighed in the overall grading? 
 
2 test grades  (200 points) 
____________________________________________________________________________
_______ 
 
 
Outline the opportunities for students to revise their work. 
 
N/A 
____________________________________________________________________________
_______ 
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